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Preliminary study of university students’ impressions about male
childcare workers and opinions about them helping girls change clothes

Yutaka WATANABE

There are various opinions about male childcare workers helping girls change clothes. This study examined
university students’ impressions regarding male childcare workers and opinions about their task of helping
girls change clothes. The results showed that those who had experienced contact with male childcare workers
and upheld the “sanctification of motherly love” had positive impressions about male childcare workers and
supported their task of helping girls change clothes. They argued that this task should be viewed as a job and
a profession. On the other hand, those who upheld the “justification of child-rearing by women” had negative
impressions about male childcare workers and, thus, were opposed to them helping girls change clothes. They
were of the opinion that this was a sexual matter because it involved physical contact. Based on these

opinions, the possibility of men rendering childcare was discussed.
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