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Dairy Cow Testing in Different Countries around 1920
As Seen in Chikusan Isan Vol. 7

AKIYAMA Kumiko

Abstract

Chikusan Isan (“Livestock Compilation”) is a booklet series of 95 issues published by the Livestock
Department of the Japanese Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry for a period of 15 years from 1926 to
1940. This booklet is a valuable source of information on the livestock industry in Japan prior to World
War II, and the surviving 58 issues are stored in the National Diet Library. Among these issues, Vol. 7,
“Dairy Cow Testing in Different Countries,” and Vol. 8, “Milk and Dairy Products in Different
Countries”, contain materials compiled by the International Institute of Agriculture abridged and
translated by the Livestock Department of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry in order to improve
and promote livestock in Japan. These issues are a good source of information on the situation of the
livestock industry in the world in the mid-1920s.

The purpose of this study is to reveal the situation of dairy cow testing in the world and the dairy
cow business in Japan in the mid-1920s by summarizing the contents of Vol. 7 published in 1927. It was
found that methods of dairy cow testing (duration, testing methods, etc.) in the world were not
standardized and that there were various recording methods and ways to utilize testing results. The
dairy industry developed in each country and region around the time of the publication of Chikusan
Isan. Since Japan, where the dairy industry was still in its infancy, is included in the International
Institute of Agriculture’s materials, it is easy to compare with other countries, and it can be inferred
that during the Taisho and Showa Periods Japan’s livestock industry lagged behind other countries and

that the size of its dairy industry was small.

Key words: Chikusan Isan (@ %L), Dairy Cow Testing (714-#2:E), Livestock Department of the Japanese
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (B # & & 7 F7), International Institute of Agriculture
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