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Communication of Emotions through Dance in a Musical Context:
Examining Facial Expressions

Shimpei IKEGAMI and Mari MATSUNAGA

This study examined emotional communication through dance in a musical context by focusing on the
dancers’ facial expressions. Two dancers expressed six emotions; happiness, sadness, anger, fear, disgust, and
surprise with and without facial expressions. Undergraduates (/N = 42) were presented with a silent video of
the dance and were requested to rate the perceived degree to which each emotion was expressed. The results
indicated that happiness was communicated highly accurately, whereas disgust and surprise were not
communicated accurately. Moreover, the overall facial expressions of the dancers conveyed their emotions. We
have discussed the roles of body movements and facial expressions in emotional communication through
dance.
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