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Correlations among romantic love, same-sex friendship, and identity in adolescence

Shizuha TAKEI and Makiko SHIMATANI

This study examined correlations among romantic love, same-sex friendships, and identity, including
gender differences in adolescence. We administered a questionnaire consisting of the questions about romantic
love situations, The Same-Sex Friendship Scale (Ochiai, 1998), and the Multidimensional Ego Identity Scale
(Tani, 2001) to participants (N=83; 210 men, 273 women, mean age = 20.47 years). After classifying them
into five groups; longing for romantic love, desiring romantic love (with dating experience), desiring romantic
love (without dating experience), not desiring romantic love (with dating experience), and not desiring
romantic love (without dating experience). A two-way analysis of variance (five groups x two sexes) on the
Same-Sex Friendship Scale and the Multidimensional Ego Identity Scale Scores as dependent variables. The
results indicated that same-sex friendships and the degree of identity establishment affected desiring for
romantic love and having dating experiences in males more strongly than females. These results support
gender differences in the correlation between the degree of identity establishment and intimacy achievement

in adolescence (Erikson, 1968).
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(N 186 (38.5) 118 (24.4) 91 (18.8) 39 @D 49(10.1) 483 (100.0)
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80

BHREE CCBERBRD D) ERBRER KBR
b)) DAEOANLZELD BAERICEL, &
BAERE CBRBAL) Do NBEHLD
bAERICEN S, F FAEAANEDODEDH W
FRED [#EREE] 55 (F (4,205 = 3.80, p<
01, THCHE 5 (F(4,205) = 2.43, p< .05).
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