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Automatic Tanka Conversion Using Lyrics of Contemporary

Japanese Songs as an Introduction to Tanka Writing

SUNAGA Tetsuya

Abstract

Using Excel, we devised a game that automatically converts lyrics of contemporary Japanese
popular songs into tanka. This game can be used as an introductory aid in learning tanka. The five- or
seven-syllable phrases selected from the Japanese song lyrics are recorded in Excel. Excel then
randomly arranges the 5-7-5-7-7-syllable phrases in order to make tanka. This allows even students
who have no knowledge of tanka to get used to creating them so that eventually they will be able to
make tanka by themselves. Though the creation of tanka is not formulaic and depends on human
intuition, with this game, students can develop this ability even if they have had no prior experience
writing tanka. If computers are not available, this can also be done using cards. The chosen lines would
be entered onto cards, and then students would produce tanka using those cards.
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